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Firm offers leprlt for food drive

leven thousand cans of
E food on the shelf, 11,000
cans of food ...

You know the restif you have
ever ridden on a school bus and
sang the old song about bottles
of beer on the wall (yes, school-
kids used to sing about passing
around beer, although we sus-
pect it is frowned upon these
days).

In this case, we are referring
to the foed drive launched by
employees at Wood, Patel & As-
sociates Inc,, a Phoenix civil-
engineering firm. Darrel Wood,
principal and CEOQ, said they
set out to collect 1,500 cans of
soup for the Buckeye Valley
Food Bank.

The employees set their goal
in the beginning of April and
organized their 200 employees
into teams (named after soups,
no less). But competition
heated up as employees began
bringing in hundreds of cans.

In the end, they collected
11,657 cans for the food bank,
which is struggling to keep up
with the expleding demand in
the fast-growing town.

Wood, Patel also joined with
Rebuilding Together, DMB As-
sociates Inc. and the town of

:

Buckeye to renovate the food
bank and a Buckeye resident’s
home on April 28.

DMB, the developer of the
Verrado community in Buck-
eye, is in its 15th year working
with Rebuilding Together on
the renovation of homes and
facilities for low-income resi-
dents and charitable organiza-
tions, said John Bradley, com-
pany vice president and Ver-
rado general manager.

Volunteer
Connie
Mullins of
Sun City
stocks cans
on the
shelves of
the Buckeye
Food Bank
during a
renovation of
the building.
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Model officers

Sweat magazine’s newest
swimsuit issu¢ is on news-
stands, but don’t expect to see
Beyonce frolicking in the surf.

The Scottsdale-based health
and fitness magazine’s May is-
sue features a seven-page
spread of Phoenix and Tucson
athletes, including two mem-
bers of the Phoenix Police De-
partment, wearing the latest

swim, triathlon and active
wear.

Dottie Conroy, a police de-
tective, and Andy McDermott,
an officer, are among the ama-
teur models in the magazine.

“Both Dottie and Andy are
professionals who serve and
protect but also have an ath-
letic side that we wanted to
highlight,” publisher Sue Ber-
liner said.

Others posing in the maga-

zine include an ESPN.com co-
lumnist, a wildlife biologist, a
psychology doctoral student
and a real estate developer. The
photo shoot was held in April
at the Desert Botanical Garden
in Phoenix. Away from the cac-
tus, we hope.

Not to mention...

... Cold turkey for hard cash:
There are going to be some jit-
tery employees at Landmarc
Capital & Investment Co. for a
while.

Company CEO  David
Crantz, a former smoker, is put-
ting his money where his ash-
tray used to be. In recognition
of the new statewide smoking
ban and because of his desire to
have a healthy, happy staff,
Crantz has put up a $5,000
pool to be shared by any em-
ployees who quit smoking on
Tuesday and stay clean until
next May 1.

Seven of the Scottsdale com-
pany’s 30 employees are taking
a crack at quitting. To keep
them honest, Crantz will be
conducting blood and/or hair
strand tests.

Contributor: Luci Scott.
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